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reported to have said, "regret this step which was taken
on His Majesty's own initiative. They fear that His
Majesty's return may cause speculation and excitement." 7
During his northern cruise he had been furnished by
Bethmann with scanty but fairly optimistic reports, calcu-
lated to keep the Kaiser calm and deter him from giving any
orders to the German Fleet which might cause alarm.8 But
Bethmann had been unsuccessful. Hearing from the Ad-
miralty that the Kaiser, on the strength of a Wolff tele-
gram, had directed the Fleet to make preparations to return
home, Bethmann "ventured most humbly to advise that
Your Majesty order no premature return of the Fleet/'
Upon this the Kaiser made the characteristic annotation:
Unbelievable assumption! Unheard of! It never en-
tered my mind!!! This was done on report of my Minister
about the mobilization at Belgrade! This may cause mobil-
ization of Russia; will cause mobilization of Austria. In
this case I must keep my fighting forces by land and sea
collected. In the Baltic there is not a single ship!! More-
over, I am not accustomed to take military measures on
the strength of one Wolff telegram, but on that of the
general situation, and that situation the Civilian Chancellor
does not yet grasp.9
The Kaiser had also been irritated while still at sea,
because it was through a newspaper agency, and not offi-
cially through Bethmann, that he had first learned the
terms of Austria's demands on Serbia.10 As the Kaiser
neared Berlin, Bethmann sent him another optimistic sum-
mary of the situation, and prepared a sheaf of the latest
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